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The Institute of Refractories Engineers is a not-for-profit trade association that 
helps its members to access the science, technology and skills they need to excel 
in the refractory industry.

For 60+ years, IRE has been a forum for professionals in refractories and related 
industries. If you design, manufacture, sell, install or study refractories or supply 
the industry, the IRE offers you guidance, and a supporting professional partner to 
help you excel in your business endeavours. The IRE is a global community with 
members in over 40 countries. Almost 40 per cent of our members are located 
outside the UK, in places as far afield as Australia. 

As the official mouthpiece of the IRE and a global reference source, The 
Refractories Engineer helps to keep members and the wider industry up to date on 
the latest developments in refractories’ engineering and technology. Published as 
a quarterly printed journal (and supported with digital resources), The Refractories 
Engineer provides its readership with in-depth insights into the industry and offers 
a “go to” read for anyone working in the refractory sector.

The Refractories Engineer is the official journal of the 
Institute of Refractories Engineers (IRE). Packed full 
of the latest news, technology features and industry 
insights, it’s been inspiring refractory professionals since 
1972. 

BUYER’S GUIDE/BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY
The Buyer’s Guide section appears 
in every issue of The Refractories 
Engineer offering cost-effective 
targeted company and brand 
promotion under select headings for 
ease of search for your products and 
services.

COMPANY PROFILES
More in-depth company profiles 
enable you to offer an insight 
into your company, your technical 
expertise and your product range. 
We can write company profiles on 
your behalf to help you publicise your 
abilities in The Refractories Engineer.
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The Refractories Engineer 
Editorial Programme 2024
Issue 1 – March 2024

	� Iron and Steel Production
	� Waste Management
	� Measurement and Inspection

Editorial Deadline:  19th December 2023
Advertising Deadline:  12th January 2024

Issue 2 – June 2024
	� Growth of Hydrogen
	� Energy Supply and Efficiency
	� Material Developments

Editorial Deadline:  15th March 2024
Advertising Deadline:  11th April 2024

Issue 3 – September 2024
	� Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Foundries
	� International Colloqium on Refractories Preview
	� Decarbonisation

Editorial Deadline:  21st June 2024
Advertising Deadline:  12th July 2024

Issue 4 – November 2024
	� Cement Production
	� Insulation Technology
	� Aluminium Sector

Editorial Deadline:  20th September 2024
Advertising Deadline:  11th October 2024

The Refractories Engineer also includes regular 
Technical Insights throughout the year from industry 
experts covering a range of technical matters relating 
to refractories.

ADDED VALUE
An online portal for international refractory 
sector news – www.ireng.org – offers 
added value to help you reinforce your 
traditional printed magazine advertising 
message. There are a variety of additional 
advertising and promotional options by 
working with The Refractories Engineer. 
Help us to help you target your existing and 
potential customers.
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MetCon
FILTERS

ENGINEERED CAPACIT Y.  CONSISTENCY.  STRENGTH. 

ENGINEERED 
CAPACIT Y.

Ability to design a capacity to suit 

the required application.

CONSISTENCY.
Every filter of a given porosity has a 

repeatable & consistent structure.

SSTRENGTH.
Class-leading hot strength for large 

filters, long pour times & demanding 

applications.
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Technical Insights 

“What the steel industry needs to face up to is the timescale – we’ve got 27 
years to get to Net Zero globally (2050) to avoid dangerous warming and that’s 
a bit under 10,000 days,” says Gibbins.

Tata Steel’s host Tim Rutter welcomed Gibbins to the pod to talk about the 
opportunity for energy intensive industries, such as steel, to utilise carbon capture 
and storage (CCS) as an alternative –even if as part of a transition – to technologies 
such as electric arc, scrap-based steelmaking.

In the podcast, Gibbins argued that the principle of capturing carbon emissions 
from industry, and sequestering (burying) them deep in disused offshore oil and gas 
fields, is not only feasible but desirable, adding: “You want to keep CO2 out of use for 
at least ten thousand years.”

While the earliest the UK can expect to see an active carbon capture and storage 
facility is 2027, Gibbins sees existing ore-based steelmaking assets having an end-
of-life far beyond this date, in the UK and particularly globally.

Many industry experts say there is value in re-using carbon-rich emissions for 
commercial uses such as aviation fuel or acetic acid, but Gibbins is less convinced: 
“Turning carbon into a fuel only to be released later will not get us to Net Zero,” he 
said. “It would be nice to be able to reuse (all the carbon) but the quantities are so 
huge and natural processes to permanently remove the CO2 are about one hundred 
times too slow to avoid dangerous climate change. All the CO2 that we put in the 
atmosphere now will have to be taken out in the future by other people.”

While some steelmaking sites are located close to existing oil fields and could 
benefit from a direct pipeline into the sea, others such as Tata Steel’s Port Talbot 
works would have to ship the CO2. This, said Gibbins, is not such a bad thing: “Single 
pipelines could be down for maintenance whereas with shipping you can go to 
multiple destinations.

“The question is not ‘is Port Talbot expensive because you have to ship CO2?’ but 
‘is it more expensive than anywhere else that has to ship CO2?’ and the answer is 
no.”

He added: “How many steel plants globally don’t even have ship access or a CO2 
pipeline – they’re in real trouble.”

The podcast discussion went on to talk about one of the alternative technologies 

for steelmakers: scrap-based electric 
arc steelmaking. And while Gibbins 
appreciated the value of the technology 
in massively reducing carbon emissions, 
he made the point that leading industrial 
countries such as the UK have a far wider 
responsibility to global climate change than 
simply solving their own problems. 

“If we hit our targets by doing things 
that are perfectly obvious but things 
that the whole world can’t do, we’ve 
demonstrated nothing,” he said.

“We have to have a noticeable effect 
through demonstration. We have to do it in 
a way that encourages and enables other 
people to do the same.”

Host Tim Rutter added: “It was great 
to have Jon Gibbins on the pod for a very 
lively debate. With over twenty episodes 
under our belt, the series has hosted 
steel experts, academics, politicians and 
green groups. We’re trying to open up the 
discussion around the challenges and 
opportunities of decarbonising the UK steel 
industry, with the people who know best.”  
 
LISTEN:  to Tata Steel UK’s podcast series 
on decarbonising the steel industry at 
https://tatasteeluk.podbean.com
Contact: Tim Rutter,
Tel: +44 (0) 7850 990755,
email:  tim.rutter@tatasteeleurope.com

 Technical Insights

In the latest episode of Tata 
Steel’s ‘SteelCast’ podcast about 
decarbonising the steel industry, 
Professor Jon Gibbins, centre 
director of the UK CCS Research 
Community Network Plus at The 
University of Sheffield warns that 
the clock is ticking for global action 
by governments and industries such 
as steel to put in place technologies 
that will deliver a Net Zero economy 
by 2050. 

Fewer than 10,000 days to NET ZERO

Recent polling by YouGov found 
nearly two thirds of GB adults 

support the government investing 
in the steel industry to support 
decarbonisation. This reflects a 
growing consensus among the public 
that the country needs to transition 
towards greener technologies and 
industries to reduce its impact on the 
environment.

But the public doesn’t just see 
investing in green steel as part of 
the move to Net Zero. It’s also about 
ensuring their country, in an increasingly 
uncertain world, has a secure, resilient 
and strong manufacturing sector. 

While politicians debate the future 
of the UK steel industry, the public’s 
view is clear: More than seven in ten GB 
adults would prefer the UK government 
to invest in UK steel to support jobs and 
manufacturing in the UK rather than 
sourcing steel from abroad, and around 
two thirds (67 per cent) of GB adults 
think it is important to have a secure 
British supply of steel.

Tata Steel UK chairman Henrik Adam 
said: “The UK steel industry is at a 
crossroads – we must decide whether 
to give up on steel, and in doing so lose 
our steel self-sufficiency and resilience 
as well as thousands of well-paid jobs 
in steel communities, or we take an 
alternative path and transform the way 
we make steel to make it fit for the 
future.

“This is a hugely exciting opportunity, 

Britons show overwhelming support for steel

Technical Papers
The readership of The Refractories Engineer is keen to hear about the latest technological advances and 
research being undertaken to help drive the industry forward. Therefore, we are happy to receive technical 
papers from interested parties for publication in The Refractories Engineer.

All papers submitted must be original, written in English and have the approval of the author(s) prior 
to submission. They must either report original research work or be a detailed description of the latest 
technology or knowledge within a specific field related to the refractories industry. 

Technical papers are required to be in a Microsoft Word format with any supporting imagery supplied 
as separate, high resolution jpeg files.

Submissions should be sent to the editor: editor@ireng.org

which would secure steel supplies for 
the UK’s future, supercharge levelling up, 
and create well-paid, high-skilled jobs. 
Critically, it would play an essential part in 
achieving the UK’s Net Zero ambitions. This 
opportunity is Green Steel.

“The UK has a proud history of 
steelmaking, but we need to look forward. 
Britain could lead the next technological 
leap forward to produce Green Steel for 
the wind and solar farms to power us, the 
electric vehicles rolling off the production 
lines, the major infrastructure projects, and 
the efficient green buildings of the future. 

“The public understands that having a 
secure supply of primary manufacturing 
material today is as important as it has 

ever been. Anyone who has witnessed 
supply chain shortages in recent years 
– from PPE and semi-conductors 
during the pandemic to the shortage of 
domestic energy production – knows 
the importance of building domestic 
resilience in essential industries. 

“In a volatile and uncertain world, a 
strong domestic steel industry is a vital 
pillar of our economic independence, 
industrial resilience and national 
security. There is clear support from 
voters for a plan for the future where 
Britain leads the world in the Green 
Industrial Revolution, we can grasp it 
now or watch this great opportunity slip 
away.”

Results of YouGov survey into perceptions of the UK steel industry
 � Two thirds (67 per cent) of GB adults think it is important to have a secure British 

supply of steel, even when told it could be more expensive.
 � Two thirds (66 per cent) of GB adults support the government investing in the steel 

industry to support with decarbonisation.
 � Almost three quarters of GB adults (72 per cent) would prefer the UK government 

to invest in UK steel to support jobs and manufacturing in the UK, over sourcing the 
cheapest possible steel from abroad (7 per cent).

 � Almost two thirds (65 per cent) of GB adults believe that the UK government should 
invest in UK steel, so that it can be made with fewer carbon emissions, even if it is 
more expensive, over sourcing the cheapest possible steel from abroad (8 per cent).

 � Over half (55 per cent) of adults believe the government should put money into 
making steel in an environmentally friendly way, as opposed to putting money into 
alternative projects that also have potential to protect the environment (17 per cent).

 � Nealy two thirds (64 per cent) of GB adults would prefer the government uses 
environmentally friendly steel over the option of using cheaper steel in UK public 
construction projects (11 per cent).

Image: Shutterstock
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Supplier News Supplier News

Elkem ASA has acquired VUM, a Slovak producer of carbon 
materials. The transaction will further increase Elkem’s capacity 
and competence in attractive specialty markets and increase its 
flexibility in the supply chain. Elkem expects the acquisition to 
contribute with an additional turnover of around NOK 360 
million per year.

VUM was founded in 1954 and currently has around 65 
employees at a plant located near the town of Žiar nad Hronom, in 
the centre of Slovakia. The company is an independent producer 
of carbon-based materials for industrial smelters, including anode 
paste, electrode paste and ramming paste as well as 
recarburisers. These are important materials to support the 
production of metals that the world needs.

“With the acquisition of VUM, Elkem continues to deliver on its 
strategy of growth and specialisation. This transaction gives 
Elkem improved access to central and eastern European markets. 
We look forward to working with our new colleagues in Slovakia 
and to further improve our joint value offering to our customers. 
Elkem also aims to realise synergies from optimising our value 
chain and utilising existing production capacity to serve other 
attractive export markets,” says Luiz Simao, Elkem’s senior vice 
president for carbon solutions.

VUM has a calcining technology based on rotary kiln furnaces 

The British Ceramic Confederation (BCC) has secured around £6million of UK 
government funding to support further research into the use of hydrogen as an 
alternative fuel for the UK ceramics sector.

The Department for Energy Security & Net Zero has awarded the funding through 
Phase 2 of the Industrial Fuel Switching Phase 2 Competition, as part of the £1bn Net 
Zero Innovation Portfolio (NZIP), which supports innovation in the development of 
pre-commercial fuel switch technologies to help industry switch from high to lower 
carbon fuels.

The Industrial Fuel Switching funding will allow Phase 2 of the ‘Hydrogen for the 
Ceramics Sector’ project to be taken forward.

The two-year project will deliver the first-ever demonstrations of one hundred per 
cent hydrogen-firing technologies for the two main types of kilns (batch and continuous) 
used predominantly across the more than 150 manufacturing sites of the BCC’s ninety 
member companies; thus providing a key route to help decarbonise the UK ceramic 
sector (pending availability of sufficient volumes of hydrogen to each site).

The Phase 2 project follows a successful six-month study, conducted last year, which 
demonstrated the potential for firing a range of ceramic products using one hundred per 
cent hydrogen, without affecting product performance or properties.

Phase 2 will be supported by fifteen ceramic manufacturing companies, spanning all 
subsectors of the UK ceramics industry (bricks, roof tiles, drainage pipes, floor/wall tiles, 
sanitaryware, tableware, refractories, and technical ceramics). Following on from the 
work they carried out for BCC in Phase 1, further support will be provided by the 
not-for-profit research and technology organisation, Glass Futures.

BCC deputy chief executive Andrew McDermott said: “Phase 1 answered a lot of 
questions about the feasibility of hydrogen as a fuel for the ceramics sector and the 
next phase will build upon these outputs. It will evaluate a far greater range of ceramic 
products, gaseous blends and firing atmospheres in a bespoke pilot kiln, as well as 
conducting demonstrations on production kilns, to build understanding in using 
hydrogen within an industrial environment.

“As for achieving Net Zero by 2050, the UK ceramic industry’s pathway to meet that 
target remains uncertain, with many of the technologies that will enable deep 
decarbonisation, such as hydrogen, electrification, carbon capture and bioenergy, either 
commercially unviable or simply unavailable.

“Therefore, we expect Phase 2 to 
demonstrate a key route to help 
decarbonise the UK ceramic sector.”

BCC chief executive Rob Flello said: 
“UK ceramics play a pivotal role within the 
Net Zero journey and are key to 
decarbonising society.

“Without ceramics, the production of 
renewable energy is hampered as, without 
refractories, there is no steel for wind 
turbines and no glass for photovoltaic 
panels. Ceramics are needed for electric 
vehicle batteries. Without high 
temperature industrial processes, there 
are no durable homes or commercial 
properties. There is no heat from waste 
without advanced ceramics.

“This is a vitally important project, and 
it is reassuring that the government is 
supporting it and believes in the UK 
ceramic industry’s commitment to 
decarbonisation.”

Lord Callanan, Minister for Energy 
Efficiency and Green Finance, said: “Britain 
has a long and proud history of pushing 
the boundaries in science – and our 
backing with over £80 million for these 
cutting-edge projects today will help make 
way for the next era of innovation.

“The transition away from fossil fuels 
presents a huge opportunity for our 
growing green energy sector and we will 
continue to make sure UK business can 
benefit from its full potential.”
www.ceramfed.co.uk

which adds flexibility to handle different raw materials. Research 
and development work by VUM will also add competence and 
knowledge to Elkem’s competence centre for carbon in Norway. 
Slovakia’s electricity generation is mainly emissions-free, with 
nuclear and hydropower as the country’s two largest power 
sources.

Elkem will provide VUM with resources and best-in-class 
industry expertise to improve efficiency, value offering and 
economies of scale. The combination of being both a producer 
and consumer of carbon solutions gives Elkem a strong position 
with high quality products and superior technical support for 
improving electrode management and processes at customer 
operations.

“Elkem has had a leading role as technology provider and 
supplier of specialty carbon products to the pyro-metallurgical 
industry since the invention of the Søderberg electrode in 1919. 
We aim to be an industry leader and we are constantly developing 
our offering to be best suited for our partners and customers, as 
demonstrated by this transaction. We are committed to growing 
and expanding our business in a sustainable and environmentally 
friendly way,” says Simao.

With the transaction complete, VUM will rebrand and operate 
under Elkem Carbon AS, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Elkem ASA. 
VUM will continue the operations under its current management. 
www.elkem.com

Elkem acquires VUM to further expand customer offering in 
carbon solutions

Funding success for two-year hydrogen research project for 
UK ceramic sector

Bricking Solutions, a full solution provider of refractory 
installation equipment, introduces a bedding cart with a split 
deck for increased access to brick during refractory brick 
installation. The split bedding cart features dual decks rather 
than a single deck to provide clearance for a forklift or skid 
steer. Along with allowing equipment to travel through the kiln 
to other work areas, the clearance also allows personnel to 
easily pass, improving efficiency and safety. 

“Customers asked for a bedding cart with a split deck for easy 
access while bricking the bottom of the kiln, and we listened,” 
said Jeff Mirisola, global sales and service manager at Bricking 
Solutions. “By giving our customers options between the single 
deck and the split deck, they can find the right product for the way 
they work.”

The original bedding cart design greatly increased kiln lining 
efficiency by giving refractory brick installation crews a flat 
surface on which to place bricking materials. The use of a bedding 
cart is much safer than the traditional method of using stacked 
pallets or springboards for brick storage. The single-deck design 
gave workers a way to brick the bottom of the kiln in a more stable 
way. However, the single-deck platform made it impossible to 
move equipment throughout the kiln. The dual decks of the new 
split bedding cart provide clearance for equipment and allow room 
for workers, tools and brick throughout the refractory installation 
process.

The standard split unit has a minimum width of 1.3m and fits 

kilns between 4-7m with sizing customisation options. The typical 
deck features a load capacity of 793kg per side. Curved bottom 
braces allow forklifts and skid steers to easily drive over and move 
to the front or back of the cart while inside the kiln. Rubber feet on 
the sides of the cart protect newly bedded brick.

The split bedding cart makes rebricking the bottom of the kiln 
to the spring line safer and easier. Workers are able to pass safely 
between the decks rather than climbing over to gain access to 
different parts of the kiln. Bricking Solutions recommends using 
the split bedding cart with a bricking machine, especially in larger 
kilns where masons cannot reach the spring level while bricking.

Like all Bricking Solutions equipment, the split bedding cart 
is made with high-quality materials that are rigorously tested for 
safety. The machine is manufactured with high-strength 6061-
T6 aircraft-grade aluminium, which is as strong as steel but only 
two-thirds the weight. The design is simple to assemble and 
disassemble with pin connections between parts. Removable fall 
guards are a standard feature and steps make placing pallets of 
refractory safer and easier for brick masons. The design included 
polyurethane double wheels with brakes and an ergonomic step 
design up to the spring line for increased safety.

Bricking Solutions manufactured the industry’s first bricking 
machine in 1966 to give refractory installers a safer, more efficient 
alternative to manual installation methods. From that time the 
company has believed that machines should do the heavy work 
rather than the people and customer feedback should drive 
product development. www.brickingsolutions.com

Supplier adds split bedding cart to refractory maintenance 
lineup

The split bedding cart features a split deck, a design that allows a forklift or 
skid steer to supply bricks to side of the cart throughout the bricking process

The new split bedding cart builds on the original design by giving another 
installation option with clearance for skid steers and other machinery

Sustainability strategy and goals to reduce environmental impacts
ASK Chemicals Group, a global supplier of high-performance industrial resins and materials, has announced its sustainability strategy and 
targets. On the way to climate neutrality in 2050, ASK Chemicals will steadily reduce its greenhouse gas emissions, such as by decreasing 
its Scope 2 emissions by 30 per cent until 2030. As part of its sustainability strategy, the company is continuously working to improve its 
environmental footprint, for example by implementing closed water cycles. The company’s sustainability strategy covers all three pillars of 
sustainability: environmental, social and corporate governance.

In a true bottom-up approach, various departments appointed internal experts to spearhead the initiative and establish a sustainable 
strategy based on a thorough materiality analysis. This assessment identified the most significant positive and negative impacts ASK 
Chemicals Group could address to create an effective and achievable ESG roadmap. The strategy is receiving the full support of the 
ASK Chemicals Group’s management, “We are happy and motivated to have achieved this important milestone – an important step 
forward to further strengthen ESG within our company,” says Jens Müller, CTO at ASK Chemicals and responsible for ESG. “We will 
now transfer our strategy into the different regions as a holistic global approach, of course with adjustments to local challenges and 
consonant with cultural diversity.”

The company's primary focus on sustainability is closely linked to efficiency, as efficient chemicals and materials make a significant 
contribution to reducing raw material inputs and emissions. This applies not only to ASK Chemical Group’s internal manufacturing 
processes, but also to R&D and product development.


